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Summary 

 
The City of London (Various Powers) Act 2013 made changes to the long 
established street trading regime within the City of London. The City 
Corporation now have the authority to issue temporary street trading 
licences so that commemorative, seasonal and other special events can 
include a street trading element. 

However, this has led to a certain amount of inflexibility and this report 
recommends changes to the Policy with three specific exemptions to the 
Policy as a whole.  

The exemptions seek to alter the policy to permit the granting of 
temporary licences that are not connected with a specific event in the 
following areas: 

 The area around St. Botolph’s Church, Aldgate 

 Middlesex street between Widegate Street and Bishopsgate 

 Middlesex Street between Widegate Street and Sandy’s Row 

The latter two exemptions permitting the temporary licence to be renewed 
throughout the year every twenty-one days in line with statutory 
requirements. 

 
Recommendation(s) 

Members are asked to: 
 

 Agree the proposed policy attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 
 
 
 

Main Report 
 

Background 
 
1. The City of London (Various Powers) Act 2013 (the 2013 Act) made changes to 

the long established street trading regime within the City of London. Prior to the 



2013 Act the only street trading permitted in the City of London was in part of 
Middlesex Street and only on Sunday mornings. The one exception being a sole 
trader near Chancery Lane station who has permitted ‘grandfather’ rights to 
trade following boundary changes which brought him into the City of London.   

2. By virtue of the 2013 Act, the City Corporation may issue temporary street 
trading licences for up to 21days in any area of the City of London. However, 
paragraph 4.3 of the Street Trading Policy establishes the type of occasion 
where a temporary licence will be acceptable i.e. as part of a one-off street 
festival or charity event, seasonal event or a specialist market. It therefore 
remains the view of the City Corporation that street trading is generally not 
suitable within the City of London. 

3. The circumstance in which a temporary licence will be granted is reiterated in 
paragraph 4.9 of the Street Trading policy which states, ‘Temporary Licences 
will usually be connected with a particular event. It is expected that the duration 
of the licence will be the same as the duration of that event, up to the statutory 
maximum of twenty-one days.’ 

Problems with current Policy 

4. The restriction on granting a temporary licence that is linked to an event has 
proved inflexible at times. Occasionally, we have been asked to grant a 
temporary licence where linking it to an event is, or would have been, rather 
tenuous.  

5. The City Corporation’s Department of the Built Environment has developed 
several Area Strategies to provide a detailed framework for transport and 
environmental improvements. One such strategy is the Aldgate and Tower Area 
Strategy (the ‘Strategy’). 

 
6. The aim of this Strategy is to transform the area by encouraging economic 

growth and regeneration. The delivery of the Strategy will improve the 
environmental quality within the area and go some way to help strengthen local 
amenity for the residential community by providing, amongst other things, play, 
leisure and cultural events all of which may, or could, involve an element of 
street trading not necessarily connected with a specific event. 

7. Part of this Strategy involves the development of Middlesex Street and the 
Middlesex Street Market. One of the problems currently with the market is that it 
is hidden from view to pedestrians passing along Bishopsgate. An additional six 
to eight stalls to the West of Widegate Street would bring the market into view 
thus encouraging an increased number of visitors. 

8.  Additionally, the market has to currently cease trading at 14:00 whereas it 
would improve the market’s viability if it could trade to 16:00, the same time as 
the remainder of the market which falls into Tower Hamlets. 

9. The above restrictions are not easy to change as the City of London (Various 
Powers) Act 1987 only permits trading in that part of Middlesex Street between 



the junctions with Widegate Street and Sandys Row and further, only between 
09:00 and 14:00. 

Recommended Exemptions 

10. The Policy has therefore been amended to include the following exemptions to 
the general principle of temporary licences being granted only in connection 
with a specific event. 

11. Exemption 1: Shall apply in the area between Bishopsgate and the junction of 
Middlesex Street and Widegate Street. The suggested exemption area is 
delineated on a map attached as Appendix 9 of the Policy. 

12. This exemption will permit temporary licences to be granted to an additional six 
to eight stalls thus bringing the market as a whole into view of pedestrians 
passing along Bishopsgate, It is likely that the additional stalls will be for the 
provision of food both hot and cold. 

13. Exemption 2:  Shall apply in the area between Widegate Street and Sandy’s 
Row and only on a Sunday between 14:00 and 16:00. 

14. This exemption will permit temporary licences to be granted to all current 
traders to permit trading until 16:00 thus bring them in line with trading hours in 
Tower Hamlets. 

15. Exemption 3: Shall apply to the areas delineated on the map attached as 
Appendix 10 to the Policy. 

16. This exemption will permit temporary licences to be granted in these areas 
without the need to link trading with an event as stated in paragraphs 4.3 and 
4.9 of the Policy. All other aspects of the Policy shall remain and applications 
will still have to apply and meet the other legislative criteria. 

 
 
Corporate & Strategic Implications 
 
17. The amendments suggested to the Street Trading Policy will help meet one of 

the City Corporation’s Area Enhancement Strategies (namely Aldgate and 
Tower Area) aimed at improving the streets and public spaces in the City of 
London. 

 
 
Financial Implications 
 
18. Amending the Street Trading Policy in line with the recommended exemptions 

will slightly increase local risk budget income by £3-4k per annum. 
 
 
 
 



Appendices 
Appendix 1 - Street Trading Policy 2017 

 
Background Papers 

Street Trading Policy 2014 
 
 
Peter Davenport 
Licensing Manager 
T: 020 7332 3227 
E: peter.davenport@cityoflondon.gov.uk  

mailto:peter.davenport@cityoflondon.gov.uk

